THE   REGENT   OELEANS
ity and dishonesty to the cause he had embraced, and of which   1715 his brilliant qualities and genius for public affairs might have made him the illustrious champion.
In a remarkable letter to the Earl of Mar, this feeling of disappointment and discouragement is made manifest.
"20th September 1715.
" . , . I have not been idle, and if the French King had lived, we should have obtained some assistance directly, much more indirectly, and a great many facilities by connivance, though even this was thought unattainable when I first came to Paris \ but the case is altered, he is dead, and the Regent is in quite other dispositions.
The prospect of opposition to his regency made him enter into engagements with Hanover, and the prospect of opposition to his seizing the crown in case of the young king's death, makes him adhere to those engagements.
I now most heartily wish the King had gone away two months ago with the few armes and little money which he then had. But your Lordship knows what instructions Charles Kinnaird brought. ... I know you will do our Master justice on this head ; his friends in Scotland were ready, but his friends in England desired besides succours of several kinds a longer time to prepare ... much against his inclination he was prevail'd upon to defer his embarkation, which is now grown difficult beyond expression. . . .
Sir George Byng is come into the road of Havre, and has demanded by name the ships on which are some arms and stores. The Regent has indeed not thought fit to give them up, but he has sent down orders to unload them, and has promised that they shall not go out. After this I leave you to judge how easy it will be for the King to get off with the Regent's knowledge, and how safe for him without it. We are taking, however, measures to find a passage for him, and how hazardous soever the attempt may be, nothing but impossibility will stop him.
We hear you are in arms, and you easily judge this motive sufficient to carry us to all that men can do. But we do not yet know, which is a most uncomfortable consideration, what our friends in England will resolve to do, now Hanover has an army, more money, the Habeas Corpus Act suspended and a friend at the head of this Government. . . ,
I cannot conclude this letter without summing up the present state
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